
THE  

recently united for a common 
goal - to defeat polio. Cricket 
stars Younus Khan and Imran 
Farhat administered polio 
drops to children on January 
5, a day prior to the India-
Pakistan One Day International 
match in Delhi and joined the 
appeal to ‘Bowl Out Polio’.

“We need to ensure a world 
free of polio paralysis for 
children. We need to win 

CHILDREN 
accompanying parents for 
the ‘holy dip’ at Sangam, the 
confluence of the Ganges, 
Yamuna and mythical 
Saraswati rivers, during the 
‘Maha Kumbh’ festival in 
Allahabad, are also getting 
two drops of the oral polio 
vaccine. Nearly 250 polio 

POLIO ERADICATION

India completes two years without polio 
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ON      January India 
  two years 

without reporting any case 
of polio, an unprecedented 
progress for a country which 
until 2009 contributed majorly 
to the global polio case count. 

The World Health Organization 
removed India from the list 
of polio-endemic countries 
in February 2012. However, 
challenges remain. There is risk 
of poliovirus importation as 
long as poliovirus transmission 
continues anywhere in the 
world. Afghanistan, Pakistan 
and Nigeria continue to be 
polio endemic.

February 24, 2013:
- India completes a year of 

being struck off the polio 
endemic list. 

- Second National polio 
immunization day (NID) to 
be observed throughout 
the country.

UPCOMING EVENT

In 2012 till date, 223 cases 
were reported globally from five 
countries – Nigeria (122), Pakistan 
(58), Afghanistan (37), Chad 
(5) and Niger (1). This compares 
to 642 cases reported from 16 
countries in 2011.
 
* WHO data as of 17 January 
2012 for 2011 data and 15 
January 2013 for 2012 data.

GLOBAL POLIO UPDATE

India, Pakistan teams ‘Bowl Out Polio’

Holy dip and polio drops

For more information contact: Shamila Sharma, Communication Specialist - Polio. 
Email: shsharma@unicef.org

Pakistan cricketers Younus Khan (left) 
and Imran Farhat (right) administering 
polio vaccine to a child in New Delhi.

To mitigate the risk, India needs 
to maintain extremely high 
levels of immunity to polio until 
the virus is eradicated globally. 
In the event of an importation, 
the programme needs to be 
prepared to respond to any 
case of polio, anywhere in the 
country, rapidly and effectively. 

Lauding the India polio 
programme, the Independent 
Monitoring Board (IMB) of 
the Global Polio Eradication 
Initiative in its last report said: 
“The Indian government and 
people seized ownership of 
the polio eradication effort 
and as a direct consequence; 

transmission has been 
interrupted in India for the first 
time in its history. Ultimately, 
the children of India will be 
completely safe from polio only 
when it is eradicated globally.” 

India’s first Polio National 
Immunization Day (NID) began 
on 20 January. In the ongoing 
round, 2.3 million vaccinators, 
under the direction of 
155,000 supervisors will 
visit 209 million households 
to immunize 172 million 
children. As many as 8 million 
children in transit will be 
given OPV by the 450 transit 
vaccination teams. 100,000 

children will be immunized on 
running trains.

To mitigate the risk of poliovirus 
importation, round the clock 
immunization is being carried 
out at select border posts along 
the India-Pakistan border and 
along the India-Nepal border.

“Overcoming the burden 
of polio cases was a huge 
challenge to India. The polio 
eradication effort will continue 
to be one of the thrust areas 
of the government,” Mr 
Ghulam Nabi Azad, Minister 
of Health, said during the 
launch of the NID.

against polio, to Bowl Out 
Polio,” they said.

vaccination teams have been 
deployed at the congregation 
site. Hoardings and banners 
and even boats painted 
with polio messages, are 
helping create awareness 
for polio immunization.  
Millions of pilgrims are 
expected to visit Allahabad 
during the month-long 
festival, observed once in 

12 years. Polio immunization 
at such congregations has 
been one of the important 
strategies of the eradication 
programme in India. These 
gatherings provide an 
opportunity to reach out to 
and immunize millions of 
children on the move who 
are at highest risk of getting 
the disease.

13
completed

cricket teams
India and Pakistan The players appealed to 

parents and polio workers 
to ensure that all children up 
to the age of five years are 
protected against polio, with 
two drops of the oral polio 
vaccine in every round, so 
that the crippling disease is 
eradicated at the earliest.

‘Bowl Out Polio’ messages 
were flashed at the Feroze 
Shah Kotla grounds where the 
teams clashed on 6 January. 
Airtel electronic periphery 

scrolls carried the message to 
“Bowl Out Polio”. About  a 
hundred children on the 
stands, wearing yellow jackets 
with polio messages, cheered 
the teams.The ‘4’ and ‘6’ cards 
that the crowd flashed had 
the ‘Bowl Out Polio’ message.


